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Qualitative Methodologies
Qualitative methodologies involve collecting non-numerical data, usually through interviews or observation. There are many approaches to qualitative research and no fully agreed upon “list” of methodologies. The text (Malec and Newman, 2013) describes six approaches in Section 3.1. The Frank and Polkinghorne (2010) article also describes three main qualitative approaches. The best way to learn about a variety of qualitative research methods is to read reports or articles of research around a topic you are interested in.
Instructions:
For your initial post, choose two articles that use a qualitative research method to answer a research question on your topic of interest. Remember that qualitative research is exploratory in nature, and is used to go deeper into issues of interest and explore nuances related to the problem at hand. Common data collection methods used in qualitative research include group discussions, focus groups, in-depth interviews, and uninterrupted observations. Data analysis typically involves identifying themes or categories, or providing in- depth descriptions of the data. Use the Anderson (2006) and Lee (1992) articles to obtain a better understanding of what qualitative research includes.
· Briefly describe the particular qualitative research approach/methodology utilized in each of the two articles you selected (e.g. case study, ethnographic study, phenomenological study, etc.).
· Refer to the week’s readings (or recommended articles) to help you explain.
· Compare and contrast the two qualitative methods used:
· What is the same and what is different and why?
· Does either methods seem a good fit to explore your topic of interest?
· Why/why not?


Post should be at least 300 words. Respond to at least two of your classmates’ postings.
Introduction: Qualitative Research Methodologies
In Week 2, you will be reading about various methodologies that fall under the category of qualitative research. Basic qualitative research involves collecting and analyzing non-numerical data, such as data collected through interviews or observations. One of your assigned articles for this week (Polkinghorne, 2005) gives a good introduction to generalized qualitative methods. Many times a qualitative researcher uses a particular research design such as ethnography, phenomenology, or grounded theory. It can be challenging to try to define particular qualitative methods because working with non-numerical data is much less prescriptive than working with numeric data in a quantitative design. However, the insights we can gather from qualitative studies are often more nuanced and in-depth that what we can garner from a statistically oriented quantitative design. In this week, you will review and search out studies from a variety of qualitative methodologies. We will also be looking at various qualitative and quantitative research articles.
You should consider the following questions before and during the reading and assignments this week:
1. What is the same and what is different about the various qualitative methodologies?
2. How do you go about deciding if a qualitative study is valid?
3. What sorts of research questions can be answered in a qualitative study?
4. What differentiates qualitative research methods from quantitative research methods?
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