WRITING PROJECT 2 – What’s a Fair Start?                                       Prof. Ducat, Eng 1A, Riverside City College
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Dates 
First draft: Sunday, Oct. 4, by 11:59 a.m.; 3 full pages; submission to Canvas.
Final draft: Sunday, Oct. 11, by 11:59 p.m.; 4 pages, not including required MLA list of works cited page; 5 sources (see the last page for which sources you can and cannot choose!; submission to Canvas.

Background

The Harvard video lecture “What’s a Fair Start?” discusses John Rawls’s philosophy about the best method to provide a fair distribution of economic and income opportunities. Other articles and essays for this assignment explore similar or different views about what constitutes justice, fairness, and (in)equality. 
Prompt 

Distinguish the positions of various authors in an effort to answer the question: According to the texts, "What is a fair start?"

How to attack the prompt

You can presume that all the authors have the same goal: to provide a fair and equitable distribution of opportunities, wealth, and income. As we discussed, though, these authors do not agree, so, you should select ideas that represent the range of positions in the texts.
That means you will have to *analyze* (select, explain, and place into context) ideas from authors which help "cover" all the ideas built into the question, including - "What is fairness?", "What is justice?", and "Where is the 'start?'" and perhaps even, “How much (in)equality is okay?”.
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As you are reading, consider:
· What claims do the texts make about justice and/or fairness and/or (in)equality?

· How are those claims similar to those in other texts? 
· How are they different? 
· Are they worded differently, but still apply?

· Do aspects of advantage which are “arbitrary from a moral standpoint” (Rawls) factor in? How? 
· How might the claims and ideas form a bigger picture (within/across the texts) about fairness/justice/(in)equality? Which ideas include an answer to “where *is* the start?”
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Writing your draft 
· You must use selected evidence from at least five texts (see list on the last page).
· In this essay, you will not give your opinion on the subject, but rather analyze carefully selected ideas/evidence which best answer the prompt.
· In the first paragraph, you should give a brief overview of the topic (no “hook” or excessive background, please), and then state your thesis, which is a specific, short answer to the prompt.
· In the body paragraphs, you should carefully analyze/explain/connect specific ideas you have selected which support your thesis. 
· Don’t forget to identify the texts –
· Use full title of article/video/essay with author first and last name first time; all other references to the text need only the last name. 

· Use accurate paraphrase and correct direct quotation.
· Analyze specific (not main) ideas in the texts – 

· Select places in the texts, then explain each place’s significance (don’t just summarize).

· Clearly connect the selected place to aspects of justice and/or fairness and/or (in)equality.
· There is no set number of paragraphs required for this essay.
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Things to think about as you work  
· If you have questions, just ask me. Try to be as specific as you can, so I will be better able to help you. 
· You do not need a “hook” to start this essay, nor do you need a bunch of general background. 
· Remember, you are trying as best you can to make your reasoning clear.
· You must consider at least one idea from each of the five texts you choose, but choose carefully! Remember my crime scene analysis analogy: if the crime took place in the kitchen, don’t spend time examining the décor in the bathroom!
· This class often asks you to question your own assumptions about how things work in the world, but in this essay, I am NOT asking you what you think – do not give your opinion on the subject.  
· Finally - you can do this! And in case you struggle, remember - any essay (except the final research paper) on which you receive a grade lower than a C can be revised for up to a C.
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Details
· First drafts are never perfect, and sometimes are really crappy, So, if you to give your best effort and write at least two FULL pages, you get credit. Bring three copies for review. Please arrive with stapled copies.

· Final draft page count does not include the required list of works cited. Anything short of three and a half pages -fully halfway down the page- cannot receive credit).  Please arrive with stapled copies.
· This essay must use five sources. See the list below for which sources you can/should use.
· Write in third person; no first (I/me/my/mine, we/us/our/ours) or second (you/your/yours), please.
· This essay must be in MLA format, including (but not limited to) Times New Roman 12 pt font throughout, correctly formatted in-text citations, and a correctly formatted list of works cited page.

· This essay should have few or no disruptive errors of mechanics and grammar
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READING LIST. YOU MUST USE FIVE TOTAL SOURCES, AS FOLLOWS: 
Required: PBS Justice with Michael Sandel: “What is a Fair Start” – video lecture 
Plus, pick four sources from the following:

· Jen Doll, “Why Does It Feel Like Everyone Has More Money Than You” - Harper's Bazaar
· Stephen Aguilar, “The Language of Privilege Doesn't Work,” Inside Higher Ed
· John Marsh, “Why Education Is not an Economic Panacea,” pp. 912-19, everything’s an argument
· Stanley Fish, “Fair is Fair,” pp. 948-50, everything’s an argument
· Andrew Kohut, “Don’t Mind the Gap,” pp. 945-46, everything’s an argument
· Hubbell Biffar, “What’s a Fair Society Look Like,” Medium.com
· Anthony P. Carnevale et al, “Born to Win, Schooled to Lose”

The following are background…THEY DO NOT COUNT TOWARD THE FIVE TEXTS, SO DO NOT USE THEM!
· “Concept of ‘Joining a Conversation’ - the Burkean Parlor” -Graff and Birkenstein, They Say/ISay (13).
· “The Cycle of Socialization” - Bobbie Harro,

· “Definition of ‘The Original Position’ and ‘Veil of ignorance’ according to John Rawls” (from The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy)

· Chapters 1 (Everything is an Argument), and 6 (Rhetorical Analysis), everything’s an argument
