Outline: "The Rape of the Lock" 

Canto I

1. Belinda is watched over in her sleep by her guardian Sylph.

2. She has a dream with a warning from Ariel.

3. Pope explains the concept of salamanders, nymphs, gnomes, and sylphs, all believed, in his mock mythology, to be the forms of women after their deaths.

4. She is awakened by her lap dog, Shock.

5. Distracted by a love note, she forgets her dream.

6. She rises and dresses for the day with the help of her maid Betty, worshipping her self-image in her mirror.
 

Canto II

1. Belinda embarks on her epic journey, a ride on a barge up the Thames to Hampton Court.

2. The Baron is introduced, along with his intentions for Belinda.

3. The journey on the barge is described along with the activities of the guardian sylphs.

4. The awareness of the sylphs of the threat to Belinda is emphasized and their plan for protecting her is described. 

5. The success of their plan depends largely on Belinda's response to her attacker; she cannot be at all attracted to a human or their plan will fail.
 

Canto III

1. Party activities at Hampton Court are described.

2. The game of ombre begins and the details are described as an actual battle between Belinda and Baron, a battle Belinda wins.

3. Tea is served.

4. Clarissa produces the weapon the Baron will use for "the rape of the lock"—a pair of scissors.

5. The actual cutting of the lock is described.
 

Canto IV

1. The defeated sylphs flee.

2. This epic "descent into hell" is described. There the gnome Umbriel gathers a bag full of sobs, anger, and passionate words with which Belinda can respond to the Baron.

3. She demands the return of her lock.

4. The Baron swears that he will never return his treasure.

5. Belinda responds with a speech expressing her grief.
 

Canto V

1. Though Belinda pleads for her lock, the Baron continues to refuse.

2. Clarissa, the Baron's ally, praises character over female beauty and coquettish behavior, both of which she mocks. 

3. Differences between the males and females erupt and a mock epic battle results, creating a chaotic scene.

4. Finally, Jove descends with a scale of justice. As Belinda physically attacks the Baron with a dagger shouting, "Restore the Lock," a miracle occurs.

5. The lock disappears and is transformed into one of the stars of the Heavens.

6. The narrator argues that this star represents the power of poetry which will immortalize Belinda.
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