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Research Problems 
Select a human/social service organization, which can be where you are currently 
employed, or where you would have an interest in gaining future employment. You will use 
this organization and research problem as the basis of your final project. 

Then, identify a social problem that is targeted by your selected organization. Examples of 
final projects are: program/service delivery design, program evaluation, quantitative or 
qualitative research on an issue in human service delivery, or other appropriate areas. 

It is important to select your research problem carefully. The following considerations 
should be addressed in the assignment: 

1. How do you know when you have a legitimate research problem? 
2. How would you delineate the subparts of the social problem for your research project? 

Based on your research problem, write a two-to-three-page paper using a minimum of two 
scholarly sources. In your paper, describe the process of how you made these 
determinations, providing specific details of this process and how you would plan for such 
a research project. You will also provide your tentative research question(s) for your final 
project. 

Your instructor will provide feedback on the research problem and the proposed research 
question which will serve as “approval” to proceed with the project. 

This assignment is worth 8 points of the total course grade. 
This assignment aligns with the following weekly outcomes: 2, 3. 
This assignment aligns with the following course outcomes: 1c, 2, 4. 

https://wordcounter.io/faq/how-many-pages-is-750-words/
https://ashford.instructure.com/courses/60880/assignments/1217889?module_item_id=3083150


 

NEW Assignment Type: Please click here to review 
instructions on how to submit your assignment. (Links to an 
external site.) 

 

Grading Criteria 
Content Criteria Total: 4 

A human/social service organization is selected, with an appropriate 
social problem identified. 

A research question is proposed. 

The following considerations are addressed in the assignment: 

How do you know when you have a legitimate research problem? 

How would you delineate the subparts of the social problem for your 
research project? 

The process of how determinations were made is included, with 
specific details of this process. 

The plan for the research project is discussed in detail. 

The assignment is at least 2-3 pages in length. 

Writing and Organization Criteria Total: 2 

Writing style is clear and concise. 

Tone is academic and appropriate for the content and assignment. 

Thesis statement is clearly articulated. 

Structure is logical, including an introduction, body, and conclusion. 

Flow is maintained by effective transitions. 

Rules of grammar, punctuation, and spelling are followed. 

http://wpc.6fdc.edgecastcdn.net/006FDC/UOR_Curriculum/Waypoint/TII%20instructions%202.html
http://wpc.6fdc.edgecastcdn.net/006FDC/UOR_Curriculum/Waypoint/TII%20instructions%202.html
http://wpc.6fdc.edgecastcdn.net/006FDC/UOR_Curriculum/Waypoint/TII%20instructions%202.html


Adherence to APA formatting requirements is evident. 

Research Criteria Total: 2 

Sources are credible (preferably peer-reviewed), varied, relevant, and 
current (published within past five years); use of seminal work (e.g. 
Freud) is encouraged. 

Sources inform analysis, evaluation, problem-solving and decision-
making. 

Includes required number of professional/scholarly sources. 

Addresses ethical considerations in research when appropriate. 

 


