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Prospectus	Comment by Author: Be sure to visit the detailed instructions and resources found under each weekly assignment to construct the respective sections of the research prospectus. 

The course will culminate in a final polished draft of your dissertation research prospectus for rubric grading in week 8. Ideally, several of these sections will migrate to Chapter 1 of your dissertation proposal when you move on to the dissertation course series. 

Week 8 - Signature Assignment
Review the Learning Outcomes and Course Concepts provided earlier in this course. Review feedback received from your professor on all course assignments. Create a dissertation prospectus, integrating all feedback received. This will serve as the preliminary research focus and design for your dissertation courses. Include the following components in this order: 
Cover Page followed by a Table of Contents
Introduction
Background
Problem Statement
Purpose Statement
Research Questions
Hypotheses (If applicable)
 Method and Design
References Page
An Appendix containing the Annotated Bibliography 






Submitted to Northcentral University

School of Education
in Partial Fulfillment of the
Requirements for the Degree of
DOCTOR OF XXXXXXX	Comment by Author: For PHD, fill in: Philosophy
For EdD, fill in: Education

DO NOT LIST SPECIALIZATION



by

[NAME]	Comment by Author: Your name here in CAPS


San Diego, California
[month/year]	Comment by Author: Please keep this month current through the weekly assignment submissions throughout the 8 weeks

Note. There is no comma between month and year


Table of Contents	Comment by Author: Remember, the following comments are for instruction only and should not be included when you submit complete sections to your instructor week-to-week as you develop each section of the prospectus. 

Also, be sure to eliminate use of the red font in your complete sections as it is provided here only for informational purposes.
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Statement of the Problem	1
Study Purpose	1
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Method and Design	2
References	3
Annotated Bibliography	4
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Introduction	Comment by Author: Week 7 - Assignment: Provide a Background and Introduction

Introduction begins on page 1

To align with your upcoming dissertation proposal, you can incorporate the required Background into your prospectus introduction as there is not a separate heading for the background in the DP template

Be sure to also have reviewed the Dissertation Proposal Template and DSE Handbook so you can see how this Introduction will transfer to Chapter 1 of the dissertation proposal.

Doctoral Student Experience Handbook

NCU Dissertation Proposal/Dissertation Manuscript Template 2018

Begin text here… 	
[Include any necessary background in your introduction to ensure the reader is made aware of the essential concepts and literature needed to understand the study problem. The introduction will also include the background necessary to understand the study problem. Devote approximately 2 to 4 pages to this section.]
[bookmark: _Toc485299717]Statement of the Problem	Comment by Author: Week 2 - Assignment: Create a Problem Statement

Once you pass this CMP course, the content in this section will be moved to begin the Statement of the Problem section in Chapter 1 of the dissertation proposal.

In addition to the assignment resources, see also

Problem Statement Help Handout

Problem Statement Group Coaching

Begin text here…
[Your problem must come from a critical issue that must be addressed, otherwise negative consequences will occur or continue. In most cases, scholarly citations within the past 5 years are required to support the problem you will investigate. Do not exceed 250-300 words.]
[bookmark: _Toc485299718]Purpose of the Study	Comment by Author: Week 3 - Assignment: Create a Purpose Statement

Once you pass this CMP course, the content in this section will be moved to begin the Purpose of the Study section in Chapter 1 of the dissertation proposal.

In addition to the assignment resources, see also

Writing an Effective Purpose Statement Handout

Purpose Statement Group Coaching
Begin text here…
[The purpose statement should begin with “The purpose of this (quantitative, qualitative, mixed and the specific research approach aligned with the method) study is to…” Remember your purpose statement must directly align with your problem statement and research question(s), which means the same words to identify key concepts will be used throughout the problem, purpose and research questions and not deviate. Do not exceed one paragraph or one page.]
[bookmark: _Toc485299719]Research Questions	Comment by Author: Week 4 - Assignment: Develop Research Questions

Once you pass this CMP course, the content in this section will be moved to the Research Questions section in Chapter 1 of the dissertation proposal.

For quantitative studies, see also
Developing a Hypothesis Handout
	RQ1. 
	RQ2. 	Comment by Author: Week 5 - Assignment: Integrate Feedback to Revise Key Pieces of Research

To ensure alignment between Problem, Purpose, and RQs, see also

Student Guide to Problem, Purpose and Research Question Development Handout

Alignment of Problem, Purpose, and Research Questions Handout

Researcher as Architect: Alignment & Coherence of Problem, Purpose, and Research Questions in Dissertation Research

[Hypothesis(es) will directly follow RQs for quantitative studies]
[bookmark: _Toc485299720]Method and Design	Comment by Author: Week 6 - Assignment: Select a Possible Method and Design

Once you pass this CMP course, the content in this section will be moved to begin the Nature of the Study section in Chapter 1 of the dissertation proposal.

In addition to the assignment resources, see also

Research Methods Help Handout

Research and Statistics Support Unit

Academic Success Center (ASC)

ASC Coaching Services


Begin text here…
[In this section, you will offer a complete justification for your selection of the study method and the research design aligned with your method choice. A complete rationale must be presented to justify your choice of the qualitative or quantitative method and a rationale for the specific research approach aligned with the method that you plan to use for the study. Target population, sampling method, and data collection and data analysis methods may also be initially discussed here, but full discussions of these choices are optional at this stage.]
[bookmark: _Toc485299721]
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[bookmark: _Toc485299722]Annotated Bibliography	Comment by Author: Week 1 - Assignment: Create an Annotated Bibliography and Justify Your Topic

Once you have completed the Week 1 annotated bibliography, insert it here as an appendix to the Prospectus

In addition to the assignment resources, see also

Annotated Bibliography Handout

NCU Library Searching 101

NCU LibGuides: Organizing research & citations 


Once you pass this CMP course, the content in this section will be used to continue your search strategies to gather literature for Chapter 2 of the dissertation proposal. An annotated bibliography format is not used in Chapter 2 but may be helpful to begin your sources collection for the review of the literature. Consult your dissertation chair for guidance on this. 


