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Question 1

Deontological ethics determines whether an act is wrong or right as per the established moral standards. As a result, the consequences of those actions are not in any way to be considered. Deontological ethics are set to precise and following the rules set by the ethical system (Gawronski et al., 2016). Deontological ethics promotes equality and fairness by following the proper behavioral rules which means doing the right thing at that time. However, deontological ethics are challenging to comply with within the real world but works great in theory. On the other hand, utilitarianism ethics determine the best course of action based on the most favorable outcome (Gawronski et al., 2016). The utilitarianism ethic system is more reliable when it comes to providing solutions for complicated situations. However, the utilitarianism ethics system is not justice-oriented as compared to the deontological ethical system.

Question 2

Some of the police's unethical behavior include false arrest, police brutality, witness tampering and racial profiling among others. False arrest situations may arise when police officers decide to arrest an individual without any law authority or the person’s consent. An example of police brutality is an incident that occurred in 2014, where a police officer killed Michael Brown, a civilian in Ferguson (Fatal Force, 2018). Witnesses tampering situations involve a police officer intimidating a witness not to testify on their cases by delivering threats. According to the California Penal code, it is unethical behavior for any individual to intimidate or discourage a witness (Research Guides: Civil Rights in the United States, n.d). Finally, an example of racial profiling includes white police officers arresting an individual based on their race. For instance, in 2016, black people were more likely arrested for drug possession as compared to white people in Louisiana (Racial Profiling in Louisiana, 2018). These unethical behaviors among police officers have led to a miscarriage of justice and more importantly, they have enhanced obstruction of justice. As a result, some individuals have been convicted for crimes they did not commit while the culprits escape justice rendering the policing profession ineffective.

Question 3


Civil liability under Federal Code 42 U.S.C Section 1983 is federal statute. It provides the public with the power to launch a lawsuit against the government if their civil rights are violated. According to the United States constitution, the civil liability code applies when an individual acting ‘under color of’ state clause has deprived another person of their civil rights (Research Guides: Civil Rights in the United States, n.d.). The civil liability Federal Code section 1893 can be used in many scenarios and the claims under the statute do not have to include violence. However, federal law can be invoked when an individual claim to be a victim of police brutality involving excessive use of force. The ‘under color of’ clause will only apply if the wrongdoer is a representative of the state and has violated the civil rights of the victim. In other words, the provision focuses on individuals who misuse state given authority to deprive the public of their human rights. Police officials who show unethical behavior of using excessive force fall under the civil liability Federal Code.
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