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Police officer body cameras have a significant impact on policing leadership and officer accountability. Before the implementation of police department body cameras in the United States, police departments faced a crisis of confidence from the public (Chapman, 2018). Videos have been recorded by bystanders via mobile phones and released into the social media showing incidences where police officers assault or kill civilians. Some of these acts have sparked outrage across many states making the public wonder what abuses have the police committed. As a result, the public can no longer take police officers’ word that the use of force was necessary. These situations create a gap of mistrust between the people and the police departments making it difficult for police officers to do their jobs. Therefore, the introduction of police body wear cameras has been practical in enhancing police leadership since all interactions with the public are recorded. In doing so, many people believe body wear cameras will increase officer accountability, enable cultural reform as well as reduce abuse of power by police officers.

On the other hand, it is also possible that police body wear cameras can increase the incidences of the use of force. Most police officers restrain themselves in violent situations to avoid being accused by the public of bad behavior. Restraining act seems implausible given how rare police officers face disciplinary action. However, being accused can be unpleasant even if it does not lead to significant disciplinary actions making them worry about using excessive force. On the contrary, police officers may tend to use excessive force and assault a civilian when they know the camera recording. Such a scenario may happen if they know the camera recording will establish facts of the incidence that are on their side rendering cameras ineffective (Lockhart, 2019). Police body wear cameras could have both positive and negative implications. Therefore, the police departments need to test the effects of bodywear cameras to understand how people respond to the technology.
References

Chapman, B. (2018). Body Worn Cameras: What the Evidence Tells Us. National Institute of Justice, December.

Lockhart, P. R. (2019, March 27). Body cameras were supposed to help improve policing. They aren't living up to the hype. Retrieved from https://www.vox.com/2019/3/27/18282737/body-camera-police-effectiveness-study-george-mason.

