Running Head: CREATIVE ISSUES                                                                                    
1
CREATIVE ISSUES                                                            
4

Introduction. In my previous discussion, I touched on the current ethical concerns in the pharmaceutical business. Among the ethical concerns discussed was an inaccurate description of drugs or medications. This refers to a situation where a pharmaceutical firm’s description of specific drugs differs for the actual compositions of the drugs being described. This raises an ethical concern because the medicines may not produce the specified results. Another ethical issue in the industry discussed in my previous submission was the production of fake or counterfeit drugs. This issue is likely to arise in situations where there are other companies producing similar drugs. Inappropriate waste disposal methods are the last ethical issue discussed in my earlier submission. When pharmaceutical firms do not have strategies for disposal of wastes, they end up harming not only people in society but also the environment. An issue like this may result in legal battles. This submission will further discuss three other ethical concerns that are overlooked in the pharmaceutical industry and how they might affect the company I work for. 

Unethical Marketing. This refers to the practice of pharmaceutical companies boosting sales using unethical means. While the pharmaceutical industry is committed to innovation in the field of medicine, new findings indicate that the funds spend in research and development are insignificant compared to funds spent on marketing. Most of the marketing strategies they use are questionable because their unethical nature could harm patients (Ahmed & Jalees, 2008). To promote the prescription of newer drugs, for instance, pharmaceutical firms use strategies such as giving free drug samples, sponsoring medical education, among others. While these actions may seem to be harmless, the prescription of newer untested drugs can be dangerous, yet many companies engage in the same. 

Drug Trafficking. Drug trafficking is a significant concern in the pharmaceutical industry although many companies turn a blind eye to it.  Too many pharmaceutical companies out there, illicit medications are big business for them because it generates a lot of profit for them (Bian, 1997). However, the effects of this practice are far-reaching and multi-faced. For instance, drug trafficking threatens the health security if the illicit drugs are introduced into the formal market. This, therefore, raises an ethical concern that Lake Regional Medical may have to deal with in the future. Drug trafficking can have extreme economic consequences because it robs the government of revenue, which is used to fund government projects (Bian, 1997). A company that is discovered to be engaging in the practice may have its license revoked, and legal action was taken against it. 

Issue Related to Social and Moral Responsibility. This is one of the most pressing concerns in the industry. Questions have always been asked on whether pharmaceuticals should be bound by moral and social responsibilities such as investing in the development of new drugs or medications, and if they should avail medicines at affordable prices for humanitarian reasons (Leisinger, 2005). As it is, specific enticements are currently being provided to pharmaceutical companies so that they can keep their costs low. In exchange for the new drugs they introduce in the market, the pharmaceutical firms are given patent protection. In my opinion, this kind of arrangement is entirely unethical because if these incentives were to be removed, patients who cannot afford to buy medications will suffer and even die. This is one ethical issue that not only the company I work but also other pharmaceuticals may have to deal with in the future because the moment the public learns that profits are put ahead of human lives, a company’s reputation is ruined. 

Conclusion. To be able to avoid the ethical concerns discussed above, Lake Regional Medical needs to come up with strategies and policies for addressing these issues if they ever arise. This may involve coming up with an Ethics Department to continually be assessing company operations that may raise ethical concerns and come up with strategies for addressing them. Any business corporation that wants to survive in the market must always abide by ethical worries if it is to win public trust. 
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