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Agenda Comparison Grid and Fact Sheet or Talking Points Brief Assignment Template for Part 1 and Part 2

Part 1: Agenda Comparison Grid 
Use this Agenda Comparison Grid to document information about the population health/healthcare issue your selected and the presidential agendas. By completing this grid, you will develop a more in depth understanding of your selected issue and how you might position it politically based on the presidential agendas.

You will use the information in the Part 1: Agenda Comparison Grid to complete the remaining Part 2 and Part 3 of your Assignment. 

	Identify the Population Health concern you selected.
	The opioid epidemic.

	Describe the Population Health concern you selected and the factors that contribute to it. 
	In just a few years, the opioid epidemic has become one of the most serious public health issues. Primarily, this epidemic has been caused by the misuse of prescription drugs by many Americans which has led to a rise in the number of people who are addicted (Hedberg, Bui, Livingston, Shields, & Van Otterloo, 2019). As well, there has been a rise in deaths from the opioids even though the number of prescriptions that are issued by doctors has decreased

	Administration (President Name)
	(Current President)
	(Previous President)
	(Previous President)

	Describe the administrative agenda focus related to this issue for the current and two previous presidents.
	President Trump has made tremendous efforts in the process of dealing with the issue of the opioid epidemic. For instance, there have been efforts to reduce the number of prescription drugs fills. Also, there has been an effort to ensure that borders are secured because they often serve as the points of entry for the opioids. Moreover, Trump’s administration has made an effort to expand the use of evidence-based treatment in dealing with the opioid epidemic

	In President Obama’s administration, there was a move to specifically deal with the abuse of painkillers. This administration also made efforts to expand treatment for the people who were affected by the Opioids epidemic. That was done through legislation that were passed through Congress in the year 2015. 
	For the case of President Bush, he had started to boost programs that were meant to monitor the drug prescription programs at the state level. As well, there was a move by this administration to improve access to treatment options for the people who are already addicted. Moreover, there was an effort to set up programs that could be used to screen those who had issues with prescription drugs. 

	Identify the allocations of financial and other resources that the current and two previous presidents dedicated to this issue.
	The administration of President Trump has allocated 1 billion dollars of federal funding to help deal with the opioid epidemic. That money will be used by local and state entities in the process of dealing with the epidemic. As well, this administration has made a move to offer support in terms of funding and skills to the research programs that are meant to deal with the issue of opioid abuse.

	By the year 2015, the Obama administration had proposed to allocate 1 billion over a period of two years to address the issue of the opioid epidemic. The funds would be used in the process of expanding the treatment of those addicted to opioids and also in the evaluation of some of the treatment programs. As well, the Obama administration offered help in terms of skills by equipping the National Health Services Corps. 
	When President Bush was in power from 2002, he spent 1.6 billion dollars over a period of five years to deal with the issue of drug abuse which also included those who were affected by the opioid crisis. As well, there was a huge investment in research. 

	Explain how each of the presidential administrations approached the issue.
	For the case of President Trump, he has approached the issue as one of his key agendas given the fact it was one of his campaign promises. Additionally, for Trump, he has placed a huge emphasis on border security as a means of dealing with the opioid epidemic.  

	President Obama approached the issue of the opioid epidemic as one of the top priorities for his administration. In this case, there were different health tools that were used to deal with the issue in addition to the enactment of different legislations in congress. Also, Obama used the Affordable Care Act to deal with the epidemic by listing drug abuse disorder under essential benefits (Wen, Behrle, & Tsai, 2017). 
	For the case of President Bush, the opioid epidemic was not a priority even though it was given some attention. Notably, it was at this time that the opioid epidemic was starting to draw attention.   


Part 2: Agenda Comparison Grid Analysis 

Using the information you recorded in Part 1: Agenda Comparison Grid, complete the following to document information about the population health/healthcare issue your selected
	Administration (President Name)
	(Current President)
	(Previous President)
	(Previous President)

	Which administrative agency would most likely be responsible for helping you address the healthcare issue you selected?


	Trump

Office of National Drug Control Agency, the Truth Initiative, and the United States Border Patrol. 

	Obama
National Health Service Corps and Office of National Drug Control Agency
	Bush
The United States Coast Guard and Office of National Drug Control Agency

	How do you think your selected healthcare issue might get on the agenda for the current and two previous presidents? How does it stay there?
	The issue of the opioid epidemic will get an agenda in President Trump’s administration since it was one of his key promises when he was running for the presidency in 2016 (Garde, 2016). That means that he is committed to dealing with the opioid epidemic. To make the issue stay on the agenda, there is a need to ensure that the funds that are allocated for this issue are spent well by ensuring that there are positive outcomes from the process. 
	Given the fact that President Obama has declared the issue opioid epidemic as a priority of his administration, it means that the issue is going get on the agenda of the president. As well, there have been various media reports on the increasing number of people who are dying due to the opioid crisis. The issue of the opioid addiction stays on the agenda of the president by ensuring that there is awareness on the manner the problem is affecting families and manner different interventions are helping deal with the issue.   
	In this case, the issue will get to the agenda of President Bush through advocacy and spreading awareness of the manner that it is affecting society. It will stay on the agenda by ensuring that elected state officials are constantly raising the issue in Washington.  In that way, the problem will make it to public discourse and hence stay on the agenda of the president.   

	Who would you choose to be the entrepreneur/ champion/sponsor of the healthcare issue you selected for the current and two previous presidents?
	Doctor Ben Carson  would be the sponsor
	The First Lady Michelle Obama would the champion
	The first lady Barbara Bush would be the champion. 


	Note: Part 3: of the Module 1: Assignment: Agenda Comparison Grid and Fact Sheet or Talking Points Brief is a 1-page Fact Sheet or Talking Points Brief the you will create in a separate document.
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