English 453
Shakespeare: Comedies and Romances
Paper 02
The first paper in English 453 will be a well-written, 6-8 page analytical paper (about 2100 words) 
write about The Merchant of Venice, 

· What do you think Shakespeare is suggesting about Jews and Christians in The Merchant of Venice? 
· Does the play align Jewishness with villainy, presenting a kind of argument encouraging us to demonize Jews? 
· Are the Christians overzealous in their contempt for Shylock and their punishment of him in the trial? How do the Jews compare to the Christians in the play?
The purpose here is NOT simply to summarize a text or rehash what we have discussed in class. Nor should you simply report on what one of your sources has said about the text—even if you agree. Whether you are analyzing one of Shakespeare’s plays in relation to the social issues of his day, or considering issues related to the performance of one of the plays, I want to see your analytic and interpretive powers at work.
To that end, the support—the evidence—for your claims should come directly from Shakespeare’s texts and from your research (2-3 in addition to Shakespeare’s play should be plenty). Claims are always supported by an example from the text, a detail from history, or a quote from a secondary source. When you quote Shakespeare’s text and when you cite your secondary sources, you must EXPLAIN the quotations. Don’t just drop them into your paper, assuming your reader will know exactly what you mean. Tell your reader how the quote supports your claim.

PRESENTATION
The final draft should occupy 6-8 pages, double spaced, with a 1” margin, in a 12 pt. Times New Roman font.  Your documentation and style should follow the MLA guidelines (available in any handbook and many places online) for both parenthetical citations and your Works Cited page. 

Your secondary sources should come from academic journals and/or peer reviewed books. The best place to find literary research is NOT via Google, Yahoo, or Wikipedia search engines. Instead use the MLA International Bibliography in the Rice Library Databases to conduct your research. 

An increasing number of the journals are available online, but start your research as early as possible so you can use interlibrary loan if necessary. Other databases index other humanities journals (film studies, culture studies, history), and there will be some overlap to literature journals, but I strongly recommend the MLA to make sure your searches are more or less comprehensive.

There are several ways to use literary research:
· SUPPORT: Use the arguments of others (sparingly—too much secondary evidence as direct support will sound like you are rehashing others’ work) to support your own claim.

· CONTEXT: Use the arguments of others to contextualize your thesis statement in the larger world of related scholarship.

· BACKGROUND: Use the arguments of others briefly to discuss history or biography. Don’t make general statements about what people used to do or think back in Shakespeare’s day. If you need facts, find them.

· PARALLEL: If someone else has made a wonderful, similar observation about a different text from the one you’ve chosen, use their argument as an analogy for your own.

· CHALLENGE: If someone else says something you don’t agree with, or only partially agree with, or if you think they haven’t gone far enough, or have gone too far, respond to their counter-arguments in your paper.

You should look at more than 2-3 sources in order to identify interpretive trends or generally accepted academic knowledge. I suggest that you read 4-5 articles and then select the 2-3 that are most appropriate for your paper. Pay attention to the Works Cited section of your secondary sources. If a number of them list the same essay, you might want to look at it. Don’t be afraid to go back to the research table if you get yourself in a jam, or if you don’t understand what you’re reading.  

