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Abstract

Child abuse is a rampant issue within the society. Unfortunately, misconceptions that child abuse involves physical and sexual abuse with the omission of psychological and emotional abuse, as well as neglect, makes it hard to manage the issue. From a criminal judicial practitioner’s perspective, many ethical issues and moral dilemmas surround child abuse particularly due to the bond that exists between the two parties. The practitioners need to substantiate the evidence presented by third parties as any wrongful judgment may be detrimental to both the child and parent/caregiver. Unlike adults, children may experience challenges in presenting their evidence in court. It is the duty of criminal justice practitioners to ensure that the environment is creative enough to for the child. Communication matters in suits involving children. The practitioners should ensure that children are not intimidated in any way and facilitate proper communication accompanied by assurance of protection.
Ethics-centered analysis to child abuse in a criminal justice practitioner context

Child abuse constitutes any form of maltreatment of the child. Child abuse is a widespread practice and more so in its different forms of existence. Although a large section of the population believe that the topic covers only the physical aspect of it, there are other broad areas of child abuse, and that include sexual and psychological abuse and even neglect (Sedlak, Schultz, Wells, Lyons, Doueck & Gragg, 2006). In fact, the latter is among the most rampant as it can occur as a result of both lacks of knowledge of the caregiver as well as ignorance from the same. When this issue reaches the criminal justice department, a number of ethical issues arise and that the criminal justice practitioners should consider before proceeding with the cases. In one hand is the parent or the caregiver that have actively participated in the upbringing of the child while, on the other hand, is a child whom the law recognizes as a different entity from the adult and that needs special care, treatment, and protection from harm, abuse, mistreatment, and neglect.

Dealing with cases of child abuse can sometimes be challenging for criminal justice practitioners. Unlike dealing with an adult, some young children may not be in a position to recount their experience from the child. Moreover, the law requires obligations of everyone to report any cases, or possible cases, of child abuse and neglect. As such, the individual that reports these cases may be the witness in the case against child abuse, and that involves either the parent or the caregiver, and whose services are required for the continued care of the child. As noted by Grometstein (2008), these forms of allegation often require substantiation before justice takes the course. 

Since young children cannot substantiate the sentiments of the individual reporting these cases, it thus becomes the responsibility of the practitioner to establish the basis of the allegations. Otherwise, any form of uninformed judgment may lead to adverse effects on the involved parties. When a parent is locked up due to wrong judgment regarding abuse of their children, this may affect the relationship between the parent and the child. On the other hand, the child’s care will have to be swapped to a different party, and that may not be as effective as the parent or the initial caregiver. It is for this and other reasons that Grometstein (2008) reports a high tendency for occurrence of moral dilemmas in the cases that involve young children, their parents/caregivers, and a third party.

When making a ruling regarding child abuse, there are many cases involved in it, and that often require clarification. As noted by Guđbransson (2010), children, unlike adults, can be easily swayed or intimidated depending on who they are up against or the environment. In fact, this is more so the case when a child is required to recount their experiences in public places, courts, and even in private especially if they are against someone that they depend on. This makes it hard to make rulings based on these cases as it is common to have a child’s sentiments change over time. One of the hardest thing for criminal justice practitioners is the version to consider when making the judgment. A lot of inconsistencies might arise based on other reasons that involve the child. Some of the practices in criminal justice environment may be devastating and intimidating for the child. Considering some of the interrogation processes that arise in court scenario, a child may fail to cope with the pressure in the situation and end up giving a recount that is relatively different from the actual occurrences (Stanley, 2006). As such, practitioners often find themselves in a hard situation wen having to make a ruling on a suit that involves a child. 

A practitioner is obliged to protect the child in the process of criminal justice. It should be noted that, unlike an adult, the emotions of a child are highly delicate. Most children may have undergone extreme abuse and suffering before their cases are brought forward. In this case, having to put the child under more pressure is likely to create more harm to the child. The legal process should be meant to seek justice and create a reprieve to the child. However, careless activities may amount to the creation of more turmoil upon the child. The practitioners should critically observe their languages and the tones that they address the children in court situations. Notably, at normal criminal court procedures, some tones and inquisitive, and more so depending on the stance of the practitioner relative to the subject, are meant intimidate the subject in a move to obtain a leverage on the lawsuit. However, this should not be the case where children are involved. In fact, McAlinden & Naylor (2016) report that every practitioner, regardless of their orientation, has a duty to address the child appropriately and in a way that will create a conducive environment for the child. Diverting the child’s evidence and that will ultimately reshape the outcome of the court proceeding could have adverse effects later in the life of the child that is likely to extend for a long period. It is thus a moral duty that the practitioners work with the interests of the child in mind so as to protect them from any subsequent harm.

In addition to the above obligations, the criminal-justice practitioners should always observe their communication with the child at all times. In this case, McAlinden & Naylor (2016) insist that politeness should surround the interaction with the child. It is the practitioners' duty to ensure that the child, especially those that are old enough to understand and reason, understands the scenario as well as what ensues thereafter. In fact, they should guarantee the child of safety so as to ensure that the child does not feel intimidated by the presence of the perpetrators of the abuse cases. As such, this is likely to give a child confidence and that, according to Michael, is essential for the emotional and psychological wellbeing of the child at that particular moment as well as in future.

Child abuse is a rampant issue that needs an urgent address within the society. One of the most appropriate ways to obtain justice for the child and safeguard their future is through the criminal justice channel. As identified above, however, failing to conduct this process well may do even more harm to the child. In this case, the practitioners should ensure that they observe ethics in their practice and follow all the required codes so as to ensure the credibility of the process as well as justice for the child.
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