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Criteria

Thesis Sentence

Do you clearly present a thesis
statement that indicates what your
answer to the main question on
the topic will be as well as a short
preview of the way in which you
are going to argue for your thesis?

Sub-questions

Do you attempt to answer all the
sub-questions of the topic?

Author's point of view

Do you clearly address the
author's point of view
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Objection to the Author

Do you provide reasons and
evidence that criticize the author's
point of view?

Resolution of the objection

Do you clearly argue for whether
the author or the objection is
correct with reasons and
evidence?

Quality of the writing

Is your paper well-written? Does it
use good grammar, punctuation,
and spelling? Does your use of
outside sources add to the
understanding of the issue?

20.0 pts
Full Marks

You provide a
clear and
convincing
criticism of the
author's
argument

20.0 pts
Full Marks

You give clear
convincing

reasons why you
choose either the
author's view or
the objection or

perhaps some
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position
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written
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engaging
examples.
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