Writing Project 1: Analyzing A Documentary’s Argument Connected to Culture
Documentaries have the power to inform us about an issue we might not have known about, exposing cultural and communal concerns. The best kinds of documentaries connect to us both on a personal and communal level. They are carefully crafted to inform, expose, persuade, and finally, to argue. At the end of a documentary we are left with new knowledge about our place in the world globally, communally, and personally. This assignment asks you to select a documentary to view and analyze. You will analyze how it’s persuading you of its main argument. You will analyze the documentary based on the criteria we will discuss in class: credibility (ethos), emotion (pathos), and logic (logos). Your essay will make an argument about how the documentary is arguing. Finally, you will connect the documentary to your own personal concerns on either a global, communal, or personal level. In other words, your essay will end up answering: why do I care about this issue the documentary is raising? How does the documentary’s credibility, emotion, and logic connect to my story and background?
Getting Started:
We will discuss 3 main argumentative strategies in class: credibility (ethos), emotion (pathos), and logic (logos). During the course of WP1, we will read and view texts and practice analyzing them based on these 3 main appeals. You will then select your documentary to take up for the same kind of analysis. It’s important you pick a documentary that explores an issue you care about (either globally, communally, or personally). Pick one you are really invested in.
Select from the following: Running List of Netflix Documentaries (posted to Blackboard), TED Talks, John Oliver episodes, Jon Stewart episodes. You may also propose another documentary of your own choosing, but be sure to run it by me first. The documentary you choose should have some kind of cultural/global/communal concern (i.e. nothing about tornadoes, whales, etc.).
Figuring Out What to Say:
Drawing on concepts from our readings and discussions, consider the following:
· What purpose does the documentary serve?
· Who is the target audience?
· What are the main points of the documentary?
· What does the documentary reveal or expose?
· How is the documentary presenting information?
· How is the documentary appealing to you emotionally? Does it establish credibility? Does it present points logically?
· What political, cultural, or sociological beliefs/agendas are reflected through the documentary?
· Is the documentary telling a story? How would you describe the documentary’s story?
· How does the documentary connect to your own story/background?

Audience: Me and your peers are the primary audience, however your directed audience you write towards will be the same audience your documentary targets.
Evaluative Criteria
· Clear identification of a documentary, and identification of one or more rhetorical appeals evident in that documentary. 
· Student applies the evaluative criteria and strategies learned in class: credibility (ethos), emotion (pathos), logic (logos) (In other words, you must use these criteria to come to a new understanding of the documentary you are investigating.)
· Fully supported analysis of the appeal(s), including the context in which the documentary under scrutiny first appeared.
· Pointing to and analyzing specific examples found in the documentary. That is, supporting your claims about the documentary with evidence and examples and detailed references found in it
· Evidence of primary and secondary research
· Language, subject, tone, and formatting are audience appropriate; the writer demonstrates audience awareness
· Citation and documentation of sources (using MLA format), and college-level essay preparation (essay should be proofread and polished)

Format and Conventions:
· Minimum 5 pages double spaced with one inch margins
· 12 point Times New Roman font
· MLA format (no title page, 4 line heading upper left of first page, last name/page # in upper right of each page, Works Cited page properly documenting sources references)
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