M1 Assignment 2
Research Question: Legal Socialization of Female Juvenile Offenders
[bookmark: _GoBack]Forensic psychologists involve applying psychological knowledge in legal matters. This means it is a discipline of psychology that deals with criminal and civil cases. In the few decades, juvenile offenders have increased, and the question remains why the young people are coming into contact with the law (Kilpatrick, 2016). There have been violent crimes from the youth, and this is the biggest problem that affects children psychologically when they are found guilty. The more specific problem, in this case, is the large population in the juvenile particularly for females and legal socialization. In support of the increased number of offenders in the juvenile is given by statistics that girl over the last ten years has increased but for male, the number has declined. In 2003 the number of female arrests was higher than that of the male. Over the period the level of decline of male arrest was 22% compared to that of females which was 3%. This is a social problem and research on the problem can help to explore the best remedies to minimize the number (Piquero et al., 2015).
The possible cause of increased female juvenile offenders can be less education, substance abuse, mental health problems and low socio economic status. Less education prevents the young people from having knowledge on legal matters and what can be done if found on the wrong side of law. Most of the reported arrest among the young comes as a result of substance abuse and commit an offense while under the influence. Low socioeconomic status can lead children to crime like theft trying to cope with the situation and cater for basic need for other siblings (Piquero et al., 2015).
The research question will increase knowledge on the forensic psychology since by carrying out the research the researcher will be able to identify the legal socialization of juvenile offenders particularly females. Additionally, the research is practicable, since the question has a connection with the identified problem of juvenile female committing crimes more than males.
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