Individual Research Project – Research Paper Instructions
Worth:  10% of total course grade

Estimated Time to Complete: 6-9 Hours
Instructions:  

You are to write a 4 page research paper presenting a technological solution to one of the 17 sustainable development goals as defined by the United Nations for a country listed in the CIA World Factbook.  A sample paper is included with the assignment on Blackboard.

The 17 sustainable development goals are located at:

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
The CIA World Factbook is located at:

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
Format:

· Follow the structure of the sample paper, including section headings

· Use APA format without a table of contents or abstract

· 4 pages double spaced with a title page and reference page.  The title page and reference page are included in your page count
· 1 inch margins

· Times new roman 12pt font, standard spacing between characters.
· You may only have 1 quote per section of 20 words or fewer
· No first person

· Do NOT repeat the article titles in the body of the paper

· You must have a references page with the references in APA format.
· No running head, table of contents, or abstract.
Grading:

See the rubric for the assignment.

Submission:

Submit your paper in MS WORD format.  MS WORD is free of charge from ODU.  NO OTHER FORMATS will be accepted.  Submit your paper through the assignments tab on Blackboard.  Submit a completed rubric with your self-assessment as well.
Content

Overview

This section is required and should describe the geographic, population, economic, and technological characteristics of your country.  Follow the sample paper in terms of headings and format.  Make certain you keep the footnote for this section.  Information from this section may be taken directly from the World Factbook as long as you include the footnote.  The first paragraph should describe the basic characteristics.  The following paragraphs should contain the specific characteristics.  Again, see the sample paper.  Keep the headings!!!  This section may be no longer than 1 ½ pages double spaced.

The Problem

This section should contain a statement of the problem you are addressing that is relevant to the country based upon the sustainable goal and the characteristics of the country you select. You must have at least one scholarly academic, peer-reviewed journal article specific to the problem and must fully cite this article following APA conventions.  This means you do not repeat article titles or journal titles, but cite correctly.  You must use an academic journal.  If you do not know what this is or unsure how to find an article, consult on ODU librarian.  
Possible Solutions

This section researches the problem.  You must provide two possible TECHNOLOGICAL solutions to the problem.  You must have at least one scholarly academic, peer-reviewed journal article and must fully cite this articles following APA conventions as above.  You may also use web resources for additional potential solutions as in the sample paper but these may not be the only source of your information.

Selected Solution Modification

You are to select one of your possible solutions from above and describe how and why you would modify it to meet the problem – OR – you may combine the two solutions to make one solution and describe how it meets the problem.
Implementation

In this section you are to present at least two technological negatives/deficiencies associated with your solution and describe how you would mitigate these negatives/deficiencies.  You are to also present at least one social opponent of your solution and describe how you would address the concerns of that opponent.

Evaluation

Present a concrete and measurable evaluation goal.  

Conclusion

Present a conclusion. 
� Information in this section is either directly quoted or paraphrased from The World Fact Book (Central Intelligence Agency, 2016)





