Objectives: 1) Write a 4-5 page paper addressing the portrayal of a person with a psychological disorder in a movie or TV show. 2) Learn to use formatting guidelines from the American Psychological Association (also known as APA style) from the 6th edition, 2012.

Format expectations:

Generally one inch margins, double spaced, with movie/TV name in italics

1) Title Page
* Running head ALL CAPITALIZED (upper left) with paging (upper right)

* Title - centered, using headline-style capitalization. No more than 12 words long.

* Author's name - first and middle initial, list affiliation. Also include the title of the course (Abnormal Psychology). No need for the Author Note in this college paper.

2) Abstract - follows the title page and provides a brief description of the major ideas in the paper.

* Heading - three lines below the running head, type the word 'Abstract', centered but not italicized. Two lines below begin the paragraph.

* Format - a single, unindented, double-spaced paragraph

* Length - generally 150 to 250 words.

* Content - be precise (use standard abbreviations, numbers and active sentences, not passive.) Describe the topic in the opening sentence. Then, identify four or five major ideas, and then explain results or conclusions.

* Keywords - include a keyword list with your abstract. Two lines below the abstract, indent, type Keywords (italicized followed by a colon), and provide a brief list of words that best describe the content of your paper.

3) Text (begin on the third page, with the running head on the top line). Three lines below, center the title, with headline style capitalization but without special print features (bold, italics, underlining, change in font size or quotation marks). Two lines below the title, the double-spaced paper beings.

Organization

* Introduction - in this unlabeled section, define, describe or clarify the topic. Present a thesis (a statement of your topic and opinion) to clarify the purpose.

* Body - examine the facets of the topic

o Overview of the movie/TV show - what it is about (in your own words)

o The story line

o The major characters

o The character who is the focus of the paper (the one with the psychological disorder)

* Is he/she a leading or supporting character?

* If a supporting character, is this a one time or recurring role?

* Tell us about her/his personality and background

o Psychological disorder
* Which disorder(s) is the character reportedly experiencing?

* From your text and our class lecture/discussions, summarize the important features of this disorder (citing the text or DSM)

o Accuracy of the portrayal
* In your opinion, did the creative team do an accurate job with portraying an individual with this disorder? Support your opinion with examples from the film/TV show and connect this with information from the text/lecture which supports the accuracy of the portrayal OR if the portrayal is inaccurate, please give examples of behaviors or story elements which are inconsistent with what you learned about this disorder in the text/lecture

o Conclusion - summarize key points, draw connections among important ideas and reiterate your thesis.

4) References
* Alphabetically arranged list of sources used, starting on a new page immediately after the last page (conclusion) of the paper, continuing with page numbering, and also double-spaced.

* Introduced by the word 'References' (centered but not italicized).

* You must cite articles from journals, magazines, newspapers, books (including encyclopedia or other reference works), government documents, monographs, dissertations, pamphlets or brochures, published proceedings from a conference, motion pictures, slide sets/filmstrips, TV broadcasts, radio broadcasts, recordings, interviews, transcripts, lectures or speeches, a work of art, a map/graph/table or chart, an article in an online journal, magazine or newspaper/newsletter, an online book or dissertation or abstract, an online encyclopedia or other reference work, websites, email interviews, online video or audio podcast, online posting (blog or discussion group).

Movies -
Kenner, R., & Pearlstein, E. (Producers). (2009). Food, inc. [Motion picture]. [with G. Hirschberg, M. Pollan, J. Salatin, & E.            Schlosser]. United States: Magnolia Pictures.

In order to do an in text citation = (Kenner & Pearlstein, 2009)

 

Television -
Newman, L. (Producer). (2010). Scrubs [Television series]. [with Z. Braff, D. Faison, Mosley, K. Bishe, J. C. McGinley, E.               Coupe, and D. Franco]. New York, NY: National Broadcasting Company.

Moran, T. L. (Writer), &Yaiyanes, G. (Director). (2009, October 12). Instant karma [Television series episode]. [with H.                   Laurie, R. S. Leonard, & L. Edelstein]. In House. Los Angeles, CA: Fox Broadcasting Company.

In order to do an in text citation = (Moran &Yaiyanes, 2009)

 

* How to cite your textbook:
 Comer, R. J. (2016). Fundamentals of abnormal psychology (8th ed.). New York, NY: Worth Publishers.

