What is your intended major? Discuss how your interest in the subject developed and describe any experience you have had in the field — such as volunteer work, internships and employment, participation in student organizations and activities — and what you have gained from your involvement.

My intended major is Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences. Being one of the luckiest generations of all time, I had early access to computer both at home and in school in my childhood. My dad, who is a chemical engineer, taught me how to type when I was eight. Surprisingly, I enjoyed the learning process as a kid, because the learning program was a kind of typing practice game. All I had to do was to type the sentence on the screen and the less error I had and the faster I finished typing the whole sentence, the higher score I would get at the end. After learning the basic knowledge of some major software, such as the Windows and the Words, and the structure of hardware of a computer operating system, I passed the “Chinese Teenager Computer Skill Level 6” test in grade 9 before leaving for Vancouver, Canada to start my foreign education in 2003. During that period of time, I simply liked computer because it provided me the access to internet and allowed me to play online games with my friends. However, I was astounded when I went to one of my game mates’ apartment. He had five desktop computers in his bedroom and each one of them was playing a game character by itself. He told me that he wrote a “bot”program that could help him control different characters at the same time. That was the first time that I was introduced to the idea of C-program. I was fascinated and obsessed to the idea of being able to play games and do my homework or anything else at the same time. I started buying textbooks of C-program and C-language. The learning process was not as enjoyable as the typing practice. It was even harder than learning a new language, because there was nothing similar to compare with. The whole logical idea of true or false within hundreds of loops drove me crazy. However, I was thrilled and satisfied after finishing my first computer program that was designed to do some simple calculations. After a year of studying and practicing, I was able to make a “bot” program for myself. I and my game mate had written a few programs for the games that we played together, such as the Stone Age and the World of Warcraft. Currently, I’m using the self-made “bot” program to play the Diablo III. Nonetheless, the significant outcome of this particular experience in my life is neitherthat my computer can play games on its own nor that I’m better at the games because of my “bot” program, but that I have learned a new language, the Computer language, the most advanced language in the world that is formed by millions of commands, loops, and matrix. Perhaps in the future, I will be able to write a more powerful program to not only benefit myself but also help the others complete their tasks.
Tell us about a personal quality, talent, accomplishment, contribution or experience that is important to you. What about this quality or accomplishment makes you proud, and how does it relate to the person you are?

I’m a very emulative person with strong self-esteem. I had barely any English lessons in China before I went to Vancouver in 2003. By the time school started, I was basically deaf, blind, and mute in all classes. The first half of the year was a difficult time for me, because I had to live in a homestay by myself in a completely unfamiliar country. Fortunately, I met some Chinese friends in the ESL class who had given me many helpful information about how to get into regular English classes and become eligible for a 4-year university. Most of them were already in grade 11 or 12 and had been in the ESL class for at least two years, which meant that they would have to go to an adult school after graduation to finish their regular high school English class before applying to a 4-year institution. I did not want to be like them. The term of “adult school” sounded to me that it was a special school for adults who had trouble to finish their courses in regular schools. Thus, I put all my energy into the ESL and Social classes so that I could apply to a 4-year university by the time of graduation. I hired a private English tutor to help me with my speaking, reading, and writing skills every twice a week. If there was a one-minute presentation coming up, I would practice it at home so many times that eventually I would finish it in exactly one minute in a smooth speech. I refused to visit Beijing during the summer because I needed to take the ESL class in order to transfer into the Transitional class in the following semester. Surprisingly and luckily, without having to take the Transitional class like every other ESL student does, my counselor and ESL teacher recommended me to a regular grade 10 English class directly because of my satisfying grade in the summer ESL class. I was thrilled to hear about this unexpected decision, because it enabled me to finish all the required English classes in time for a 4-year university application without having to go to the adult school. I finished the grade 10 English in grade 11, the grade 11 English in the following summer, and finally the grade 12 English in my last year of high school in 2006. I was proud of myself, because I was capable of finishing a five or six years high school English education for most ESL students in only three years. Because of my particularly strong self-esteem, I did not want to go to an adult school after graduated from high school, and because of my determination and emulation, I was able to obtain better grades than others and stand out to the counselor and teachers. I hope this personality will not only help me survive in the competitive engineering department in universities but also benefit me in the possible future working environment.
If you wish, you may use this space to tell us anything else you want us to know about you that you have not had the opportunity to describe elsewhere in the application.

