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Associate Program Material

Appendix D

Bias, Rhetorical Devices, and Argumentation

There are both good and bad arguments. Bad arguments consist of biases and fallacies. Good arguments include rhetorical devices and logic. Arguing your points and supporting your claims with evidence makes your paper strong and ultimately persuades your reader to accept your viewpoint, so it is important to learn the correct techniques for argumentation.

Bias

Bias means holding opinions about a person or group that are stereotypical, prejudiced, or judgmental. Types of bias include political bias, gender bias, racial or ethnic bias, religious bias, and age bias. Academic writing requires you to be unbiased so your reader does not feel offended or excluded and also so you emerge as a fair and accurate researcher and writer. Writers must use caution to avoid bias in their own writing and also to avoid using research that is biased or one sided.

The following are examples of common types of bias:

	Type of Bias
	Example

	Political bias
	Republicans are the reason gay marriage laws will not pass.

	Gender bias
	Men take all the good jobs and always make more money than women do.

	Racial or ethnic bias
	Our country has so many economic problems because of all the illegal immigrants from Mexico.

	Religious bias
	Muslims believe in killing others for eternal reward.

	Age bias
	Senior citizens do not know how to drive properly and should not have driver’s licenses.


Fallacies

Using emotion the wrong way often creates what is known as a fallacy. Fallacies occur when you use an illogical argument. The following concepts are common fallacies found in writing:

· Scapegoating:  Blaming a group or a person for a problem

Example: Racial quotas are the reason I cannot find a better job. 


· Scare tactics: Using fear to attempt to scare readers

Example: If you sit too close to the television set, you will go blind.


· Apple polishing: Appealing to someone’s vanity to persuade him or her


Example: You are too smart to be a Democrat.


· Ad hominem: Attacking a person rather than attacking an argument

Example: The president is stupid for proposing a tax cut at this time.

· Straw man: Creating a position that is easy to refute and then attributing that position to someone else, such as a source that is arguing the opposite of what you are arguing
Example:

Person A’s argument—I do not think children should have a rigorous academic schedule all day.

Person B’s misuse of Person’s A’s argument—You cannot allow children to play all day and not study. 

· False dilemma: Presenting two choices as the only choices available when there are other options that have not been revealed

Example: You are either for us or against us.


· Slippery slope: Suggesting an action will cause a chain of bad events 

Example: Once everyone owns a gun, no one will be safe.


· Begging the question: Circular reasoning in which a claim is given that suggests a conclusion

Example: You are showing no remorse for the crime; therefore, you must be guilty. 

Rhetorical Devices

Rhetorical devices are writing techniques designed to draw an emotional response from a reader. Using rhetorical devices in research writing can be highly effective because they
· add to the clarity of your writing.
· enliven your writing.
· help capture the reader’s interest.
· restate important claims.

The following are common types of rhetorical devices with definitions and examples:
· Alliteration: The same consonant sound repeated in a number of words in a sentence

Example: "Somewhere at this very moment a child is being born in America. Let it be our cause to give that child a happy home, a healthy family, and a hopeful future." –William Clinton


· Hyperbole: An exaggeration

Example: "The only place where democracy comes before work is in the dictionary." –Ralph Nader 


· Euphemism: Replacing one expression with another that is more positive or agreeable in nature

Examples: Restroom instead of toilet; correctional facility instead of prison; financial assistance instead of welfare


· Metaphor: Comparing two different things in the same sentence (without using the word like or as)

Example: "With this faith we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood." –Martin Luther King


· Parallelism: Sentences structured in a similar way to make it easier for the reader to understand 

Example: “Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I may remember. Involve me and I will learn.” –Benjamin Franklin
· Rhetorical question: Asking a question without expecting a response because the answer is obvious or implied

Example: Are we having fun yet?


· Paradox: A figure of speech that is apparently contradictory but at the same time evokes some higher meaning

Example: “I can resist everything except temptation.” –Oscar Wilde

Rhetorical devices are considered nonargumentative forms of persuasion. Although useful, they should not be used to excess. The overuse of rhetorical devices may lead to research writing that is diluted and distracting. 

Arguments and Counter Arguments

An argument in research writing is a case you make, along with support or reasons for the reader to believe the claim. When making an argument in research writing, your main objective is to assert something so strongly you are changing the way your reader feels and thinks about this subject. Keep in mind that an argument is not just an opinion or a feeling on its own, for example, stating, “I think capital punishment is wrong”. An argument is an opinion with reasons to support it and the goal to make others feel the same way. 
When you write arguments, try not to focus on whether or not your argument will convince the reader; instead, focus on supporting your claim with the strongest possible evidence. 
Structuring an Argument

An effective argument contains a premise and a conclusion. The premise is the claim you make. Examples of words that indicate a premise are as follows:

· Because

· Given that

A conclusion to a premise uses words such as the following:

· Therefore

· One can conclude

· Hence

You have to do more than make a strong argument in research writing, though; you must also successfully navigate counterarguments on the topic. A counterargument is an argument against another argument. When you write an argumentative essay, you must prepare for and address any potential counterarguments on your topic by shaping your essay to combat what the opposition might say. 
If you argue against capital punishment, for example, it is important to address research that illustrates societal benefits of capital punishment. As you research, look for opposing viewpoints, note those in your paper, and then find evidence to refute them. If the counter arguments contain biases or fallacies, for example, be sure to address them. 

Wrap-Up

When writing, avoid illogical or overly emotional arguments as well as biases, fallacies, and any generalizations or judgments. Instead, use strong rhetorical devices and arguments supported by objective evidence. Sound arguments make your research paper effective. Even if your argument does not change your reader’s mind, you will have succeeded in presenting a claim with evidence to support it, which establishes you as a thorough, balanced, and credible researcher. 


