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The "Fundamental Ideas" of Fascism

Benito Mussolini
(1935)

Like all sound political conceptions, Fascism is action and it is thought; action in which 
doctrine is imminent, and doctrine arising from a given system of historical forces in 
which it is inserted, and working on them from within. It has therefore a form correlated 
to contingencies of time and space; but it has also an ideal content which makes it an 
expression of truth in the higher region of the history of thought. ... To know men one 
must know man; and to know man one must be acquainted with reality and its laws. 
There can be no conception of the State which is not fundamentally a conception of life: 
philosophy or intuition, system of ideas evolving within the framework of logic or 
concentrated in a vision or a faith, but always, at least potentially, an organic conception 
of the world.

Thus many of the practical expressions of Fascism--such as party organisation, system of 
education, discipline--can only be understood when considered in relation to its general 
attitude toward life. ... A spiritual attitude. Fascism sees in the world not only those 
superficial, material aspects in which man appears as an individual, standing by himself, 
self-centered, subject to natural law which instinctively urges him toward a life of selfish 
momentary pleasure; it sees not only the individual but the nation and the country; 
individuals and generations bound together by a moral law, with common traditions and a 
mission which suppressing the instinct for life closed in a brief circle of pleasure, builds 
up a higher life, founded on duty, a life free from the limitations of time and space, in 
which the individual, by self-sacrifice, the renunciation of self-interest, by death itself, can 
achieve that purely spiritual existence in which his value as a man consists.

The conception is therefore a spiritual one, arising from the general reaction of the 
century against the placid materialistic positivism of the XIXth century. ...

In the Fascist conception of history, man is man only by virtue of the spiritual process to 
which he contributes as a member of the family, the social group, the nation, and in 
function of history to which all nations bring their contribution. ... Outside history man is 
a nonentity. Fascism is therefore opposed to all individualistic abstractions based on 
eighteenth century materialism; and it is opposed to all Jacobinistic utopias and 
innovations. ...

Anti-individualistic, the Fascist conception of life stresses the importance of the State and 
accepts the individual only in so far as his interests coincide with those of the State, which 
stands for the conscience and the universal will of man as a historic entity. It is opposed 
to classical liberalism which arose as a reaction to absolutism and exhausted its historical 
function when the State became the expression of the conscience and will of the people. 
Liberalism denied the State in the name of the individual; Fascism reasserts the rights of 
the State as expressing the real essence of the individual. And if liberty is to be the 
attribute of living men and not of abstract dummies invented by individualistic liberalism, 
then Fascism stands for liberty, and for the only liberty worth having, the liberty of the 
State and of the individual within the State. The Fascist conception of the State is 
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all-embracing; outside of it no human or spiritual values can exist, much less have value. 
Thus understood, Fascism is totalitarian, and the Fascist State--a synthesis and a unit 
inclusive of all values--interprets, develops, and potentiates the whole life of a people. ...
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